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Rescue of the Bounty is the harrowing story of the sinking and rescue of Bounty - the tall ship
used in the classic 1962 film Mutiny on the Bounty - which was caught in the path of Hurricane
Sandy with 16 aboard.On Thursday, October 25, 2012, Captain Robin Walbridge made the
fateful decision to sail Bounty from New London, Connecticut, to St. Petersburg, Florida.
Walbridge was well aware that a hurricane was forecast to travel north from the Caribbean
toward the Eastern Seaboard. Yet the captain was determined to sail. As he explained to his
crew of 15: A ship is always safer at sea than in port. He intended to sail around the hurricane
and told the crew that anyone who did not want to come on the voyage could leave the ship -
there would be no hard feelings. As fate would have it, no one took the captain up on his
offer.Four days into the voyage, Superstorm Sandy made an almost direct hit on Bounty. The
vessel's failing pumps could not keep up with the incoming water. The ship began to lose power
as it was beaten and rocked by hurricane winds that spanned 800 miles. A few hours later, in the
dark of night, the ship suddenly overturned 90 miles off the North Carolina coast, in the
"Graveyard of the Atlantic", sending the crew tumbling into an ocean filled with towering 30-foot
waves. The Coast Guard then launched one of the most complex and massive rescues in its
history, flying two Jayhawk helicopter crews into the hurricane and lowering rescue swimmers
into the raging seas again and again, despite the danger to their own lives.In the uproar heard
across American media in the days following, a single question persisted: Why did the captain
decide to sail?

“I can’t remember a book that has fascinated, educated—and provoked—me as much as The
Sports Gene. Epstein has changed forever the way we measure elite athletes and their
achievements.”—Malcom Gladwell“Clear, vivid, and thought-provoking writing that cuts through
science anxiety for rank-and-file sports fans.”—Bonnie Ford, Senior Writer, ESPN“Many
researchers and writers are reluctant to tackle genetic issues because they fear the quicksand of
racial and ethnic stereotyping. To his credit, Epstein does not flinch.”—The Washington
Post “Epstein’s rigour in seeking answers and insights is as impressive as the air miles he must
have accumulated . . . his book is dazzling and illuminating.”—The Guardian“Few will put down
this deliciously contrarian exploration of great athletic feats.”—Kirkus Reviews (Starred
Review)“The narrative follows Mr. Epstein’s search for the roots of elite sport performance as he
encounters characters and stories so engrossing that readers may not realize they’re receiving
an advanced course in genetics, physiology, and sports medicine.”—Christie Aschwanden, The
New York Times “An important book . . . The Sports Gene is bound to put the cat among the
pigeons in the blank-slate crowd who think that we can all be equal as long as we equalize
environmental inputs such as practice.”—Michael Shermer, The Wall Street Journal“This is the



book I’ve been waiting for since the early 1960s. I can’t imagine that anyone interested in sports
—particularly the fascinating question, ‘How do the best athletes become the best?’—will be any
less enthralled than I.”—Amby Burfoot, (1968 Boston Marathon Champion), Runner's World “A
must-read for athletes, parents, coaches, and anyone who wants to know what it takes to be
great.”—George Dohrmann, author of Play Their Hearts OutAbout the AuthorDavid Epstein is an
award-winning investigative reporter atProPublica, and was previously a senior writer at Sports
Illustrated. He earned All-East honors on Columbia University’s varsity track squad, and has
a master’s degree in environmental science.
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Darshay, “Giving Captain Robin a Fair Shake. The media and others were quick to criticize
Captain Robin's decision to take the ship out, and make him sound like an arrogant jerk, which
he was not. This book goes a lot into his background and repeatedly emphasizes how loved and
respected Robin was in the tall ship community. That should tell you something. He made an
error in judgment as all the armchair sailors can see in retrospect, and that cost him his life. He
obviously did not throw his own life away nor intentionally put his crew at risk; he thought he was
making sound decisions. He had been sailing that ship for many years. If the owner had ponied
up the money to pay for the weather forecasting service, it might have made the difference. But
he didn't and Robin acted on what information he had. This book tells the story without passing
judgment.Some captains ARE jerks. But Robin wasn't. He was a very nice guy and he had
hundreds of volunteers cycling through over the years with no serious mishaps. This author has
written a number of books about rescues at sea. The Coast Guard continually cooperates with
him, which tells me that he does a good job and tells as impartial an account as possible. He
may have gotten some background information wrong, as Doug points out. That doesn't mean
he was wrong about everything. He has to sift through the investigation notes, interview people,
and rely on them to give him information.This is as thorough an account of the events as I have
found. The crew understandably did not want to talk about it much directly afterward. The
media was having a field day with it. Everyone was grieving the loss of life and of a beautiful tall
ship, and worried about what had happened to Robin. Why was he never found? That will haunt
us all. But because I wasn't there, I am grateful to this author for putting it together and for
treating it sensitively. To some, it is just another tragedy at sea. To the tall ship community, it hits
a lot closer to home. I am so thankful that the crew who survived it, did survive it and I pray for
them because it's not just something you forget about and move on. Doug says some of the
background details about him are wrong, and he should know. But I wouldn't not read the book
because of that. I would encourage Doug and the other crew members to either write their own
accounts or let us know what the corrections are.  This book is definitely worth a read.”

Travis H. McGee, “A Gripping Story That Is Both Tragic and Heroic. I grew up in St. Pete, Florida,
when the HMS Bounty was a permanent attraction moored at the old downtown Pier. I
remember taking the tour as a kid, and was heartbroken when I learned of her sinking off the
coast of Cape Hatteras during Hurricane Sandy. I purchased this book on Kindle in hopes of
reaching some sort of understanding of what happened, and why.I wanted to give this three and
a half stars. It’s a workmanlike piece of writing, telling the story of what happened to the Bounty
in fairly complete detail. But it gets confusing in places, largely due to the author’s choice of
switching between referring to people by their last names in one section, and first names in
another. I frequently found that I had to use the search function to figure out who he was
referring to.I felt that the author missed an opportunity to juxtapose an irony at the heart of the



Bounty story - that it was originally meant to be burned to its keel in the final shot of the MGM
movie production. But Marlon Brando had grown so fond of the ship that he threatened to quit if
the ship was burned. And so the crew devised a mockup for the burning scene.So, but for
Marlon Brando’s obstinance, none of this would have happened.The author also seems anxious
- perhaps a little too anxious for my taste - to rehabilitate Capt. Robin Walbridge, who made the
fateful decision to sail Bounty into Hurricane Sandy. For me, the effort falls a bit flat. The picture
that emerges of Walbridge is that of a man who was obviously highly intelligent, with a curious
mind, but who also seemed to be a bit of a control freak and thus failed to give due regard to
factors that were beyond his ability to control. But I give the author credit for laying the facts out
there for the reader to make up his or her own mind.Finally, the author does a very nice job of
detailing the almost superhuman effort of the multiple Coast Guard search and rescue
personnel who made it possible for most of Bounty’s crew to come home alive. This, for me, was
the most educational part of the book.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Another captivating Tougias story. I have read Tougias and feel his
writing is the best in ocean suspense stories. It never ceases to amaze me how the coast guard
is often overlooked when people think of the military. Personally I cannot think of anything more
brave than being dropped in the middle of the ocean I. 30 foot waves with the possibility of being
left there.Very good story and well written.Be warned that it is slower slog through the beginning
of the book than other Tougias books because he goes into a lot of detail about each crew
member. This is necessary to understand why the ship was out in the middle of the hurricane,
but the true adventure doesn't start until the middle of the book. I almost gave up.The obvious
reason the ship sank was that the pumps were not in working order. Each crew member that
encountered the spurting pumps should have not left it in the chain of command but directly
demanded the captain to resolve the issue. No emergency pump that worked and leaking ship,
this was not the ship to take anywhere near the hurricane.There is a code in flying where the
copilot can question the decision of the pilot without reprimand. This should have been instituted
in sailing.Good book and interesting. Not my favorite Tougias but definitely worth the time. Also,
no cussing. I believe the word hell was only mentioned once, this is important to me and it might
be important to others. I don't like reading books that have cussing laced throughout.”

Nick, “a fantastic book to read. I loved reading this, as someone who had been on Bounty here, I
was saddened by her loss and of the loss of her Captain and Claudine.”

The book by Jonathan Goodman has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 168 people have provided
feedback.
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